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DOWNTOWN DAYTON BUILDINGS
MAY BE OLDER THAN THEY LOOK
DAYTON, Ohio-- A walk through downtown Dayton can provide a short course on
the geological history of the Miami Valley and other parts of North America, says a
University of Dayton geologist.
To help the casual stroller, UD's Michael Sandy, assistant professor of geology, has
written a small brochure, complete with map, that describes the different rocks and stones
used to construct various buildings downtown. The brochure is available from the Dayton
Chamber of Commerce, Dayton Public Library, Montgomery County Historical Society and
the UD Geology Department.
Sandy says that some of the building stones come from local limestone quarries while
others are from rocks quarried in other parts of North America and in other continents.
The Old Courthouse is built from a tan, pale cream sedimentary rock that formed more
than 400 million years ago. It is called Dayton Limestone, because it comes from the Dayton
area. The rock used for the exterior of the Citizens Federal Centre is a pink granite that was
quarried in Branford, Connecticut. The statue of Civil War Private George Washington Fair
stands on a column and base of pale granite quarried in Maine. Black rock trim on the RentA-Car Express Building is called Larvikite and is quarried in Norway.
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Sandy's "urban geology" tour covers several blocks and takes 30 minutes to complete.
Nine buildings are used to illustrate the different stones used in their construction.
His work was supported by the Urban Fellowship Program, a collaborative effort between UD
and the City of Dayton.
"Urban geology is a different way of helping people learn about rocks," says Sandy.
"It's especially helpful for students in urban areas who might not get much opportunity for
field study."
Sandy, who earned his B.S. and Ph.D. degrees at the University of London, has also
produced a brochure describing the urban geology of the UD campus and uses the campus

tour in his beginning geology class. He was recently elected to the board of trustees of the
Dayton Museum of Natural History.
-30For media interviews, call Michael Sandy at (513) 229-2952.

